BRITISH COLUMBIA COUNCIL ON £ SUPPORTING BC's
ADMISSIONS & TRANSFER

PRINCIPLESAND GUIDELINES
FOR TRANSFER!

Preamble

Trander relaionshipsin British Columbia are governed by statements which were adopted by
the Council in 1993 after thorough consultation with the inditutions of the B.C. Transfer System.

The principles and guiddines are based on those formulated by the British Columbia Pogt-
Secondary Coordinating Committee and approved by university senate and college councilsin
1976 and 1977.

PRINCIPLES

1. The primary purpose for transfer among colleges, universities and ingtitutes is to increase
student accessibility to post-secondary education by facilitating student mobility
between inditutions.

2. Eachinditution in the British Columbia post-secondary system will seek to enhance
accessibility by planning for, and accepting as transfers, students who have completed a
portion of their post-secondary studies a another inditution in the system.

3. Inany trander arangement, the academic integrity of the individud indtitutions and
programs must be protected and preserved.

4. Awarding of transfer credit will be governed by the policies and regulations of the
Senates and Boards of the ingtitutions concerned.

5. Course or program transfer credit should be based on equivalency of academic
achievement and of knowledge and skills acquired.

6. Indetermining the digibility of transfer students for admission, receiving inditutions will
give primary consideration to a student’ s post-secondary academic record, provided
the student has completed at least 30 credits of post-secondary studies.

! This document contains 1) the British Columbia Principles and Guidelines for Transfer and 2) the BCCAT
Supplemental Principles and Guidelines for Flexible and Innovative Transfer (pages 4-6).
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7. While the minimum conditions for admitting transfer sudents will be published, receiving
indtitutions may limit admissions to programs based on availability of resources.

8. Admission of transfer students to some programs may be based upon criteria pertinent
to the program, additional to academic performance. While academic prerequisites
ensure digibility, they do not guarantee admission to a particular program.

9. If trandfer arrangements are to be effective, sudents must be provided with information,
prior to beginning their programs at sending indtitutions, as to course equivaencies,
program prerequisites, and levels of achievement on which admission to and awarding
of trandfer credit at recaiving ingtitutions will be based. Receiving inditutions should not
make changes in these arrangements without providing adequate notice and lead time to
sending indtitutions.

GUIDELINES

1. Although formad transfer negotiations shal take place viathe desgnated persons at each
of the inditutions, discussions concerning course content, adequacy of supporting
facilities and related matters should generaly occur firgt at the locd (i.e., department to
department or ingtructor to ingructor) level.

The indtitutions seeking transfer credit should be prepared to provide the following
information: course name, course number, length of instructiond period, hours per week
(lecture, lab, seminar) objective of course, and - dthough subject to change without
notice - texts and required reading, initid proposas for method of instructing and
evauation, and the qudifications of ingtructors.

2. Negotiations between inditutions regarding equivaency should recognize that effective
learning can occur under avariety of arrangements and conditions. Various methods of
demondrating or achieving equivdency may be employed, particularly for career
programs, for example, course equivaency, competency tests, challenge exams,
program equivaency and bridging programs.

3. Program or discipline articulation committees congsting of representatives of inditutions
offering the respective programs meet routingly to share information and enhance
cooperation among people providing ingruction in given areas of study; to promote
course equivalency where gppropriate; and to aid in the process of achieving inter-
inditutiond transfer credit. Curriculum issues arigng from transfer agreements may be
addressed to appropriate articulation committees.
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4. Aninditution which deniesthe trandfer of credit requested by another ingtitution shdll
sate the reasons for the refusal.

5. Once an agreement has been reached on the conditions of credit transfer of an
individua course or program of studies; it shall not be abrogated without reference to
the designated authorities in the inditution affected.

6. Aninditution planning changesto its curriculum which will affect the requirements for
credit transfer should inform the members of the rlevant articulation committees as far
in advance of implementation as possible so that other inditutions can consider the
desirability of dterationsto their courses and programs. Unitil others have been notified
of changes, inditutions have an obligation to fulfill the commitments of current course
outlines.

7. The minimum GPA for admisson as atransfer sudent isnormaly 2.0 (C). Receiving
indtitutions which require higher GPAs for programs to which accessis limited and for
which transfer quotas have been established will normaly give preference to sudents
who have completed as much of their programs of sudies asisfeasible a the sending
inditutions.

For one of akind programs or programs with very limited enrolments (usudly
professond and career) for which sending ingtitutions offer specific transfer programs,
gppropriate adminigtrators from sending and receiving inditutions should, as part of a
transfer agreement, establish enrolment quotas for each of the participating ingtitutions.

8. Trander arrangements between colleges and universties are assumed to be based on
“lower divison” (i.e, first and second year) studies. It is recognized that the assignment
of ‘year level’ to any individua course might vary at different indtitutions and, therefore,
gpecific exceptionsto this rule might occur under inter-ingtitutiond arrangements.

9. Trander of credit includes the following categories:

0] Specific equivaent of a given course (assigned credit);

(i) Unassigned (elective) credit in adiscipline or department;

(i) Unassigned (dective) credit in afaculty or program;

(iv) Unassigned (elective) credit for courses not identifiable with course offerings but
which are evaluated as being appropriate for academic credit on transfer.
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SUPPLEMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES
FOR
FLEXIBLE OR INNOVATIVE TRANSFER

Preamble

After extensive study and consultation, the B.C. Council on Admissons and Transfer (BCCAT)
has concluded that transfer among indtitutions in B.C. has become and will continue to become
more complex due to the increase in the number of degree granting indtitutions. To maximize
student access, the B.C. post-secondary education system is committed to enabling students to
transfer relevant credits among inditutions. In order to sustain this commitment in the face of the
increasing number of receiving inditutions and complex patterns of student movement among
indtitutions, the B.C. Council on Admissions and Trandfer isworking to encourage the
development of more innovative, flexible and efficient trandfer arrangements. In doing so it
recogni zes the existence of necessary congtraints on credit transfer, but wishesto minimize
inequities and difficulties faced by students and ingtitutions.

Therefore, the Council has developed a set of “Supplemental Principles and Guidelines for
Flexible or Innovative Transfer” . These new principles and guideines have not been
formalized, in the sense of being developed through a process of extensive consultation with the
post-secondary system. Nevertheless, Council believes that they are potentidly very useful,
both generdly, and for gpplication to projectsto develop dternate, flexible approaches to
transfer.

General Principlesfor Flexible and Innovative Transfer

1.  Students should be able to complete dl lower divison degree requirements at a college,
provided that the college offers a reasonable variety of coursesin their chosen discipline.

2. Neither transfer nor direct entry students should be advantaged or disadvantaged as a
result of the transfer process.

General Guidelinesfor Flexible and Innovative Transfer

1. Vaiaionsininditutiona programsthet reflect differing missons, context or expertise
should be respected and accommodated. Accommodeation strategies may include
receiving inditutions setting more flexible course or credit requirements for transfer
students than for direct entry students.

2. Sending and receiving inditutions should provide a written rationde for the designation of
courses as upper or lower divison when requested.
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Each recaiving indtitution should normaly grant the same number of credits for each
transfer course as it grants its own equivaent course.

4.  For the purpose of assessing equivalency, comparison of courses or programs may be
based on avariety of factors, including the following (as many as are gppropriate):

comparison of detailed content elements
comparison of outcomes
comparison of genera subject matter

comparison of depth or breadth of coverage of subject matter, even if content
details or gpproach are different

comparison of assessment
documented evidence of student success in subsequent courses

5.  Block trander, flexible transfer or transfer innovation agreements should not undermine
the ability of students to continue to transfer on a course by course basis.

6.  Students and indtitutions should be satisfied that transfer decisons are consdered in a
consistent manner. Postsecondary ingtitutions should develop and maintain clearly sated
policies and procedures for consideration of transfer of credit. Students should be able to
obtain an inditution's rationde for arefusd, and ingtitutions should have clear procedures
for students to appeal such decisions?

Guidelinesfor Block Transfer Agreements

Definition of Block Transfer: Block Transfer is the process whereby a block
of creditsis granted to students who have successfully completed a
certificate, diploma or cluster of coursesthat is recognized as having an
academic wholeness or integrity, and that can be related meaningfully to a
degree program or other credential.

1.  Block Transfer agreementswill normaly involve certificate or diploma programs from the
sending indtitutions, but may dso involve smdler blocks or clusters of courses or credits.

2. Wherethe recaiving inditution does not grant the number of credits equivaent to the
number the sending ingtitution grants for the block, it should provide clear rationde for the

number of credits granted.

3. Whilemany block transfer agreements include a provision that the student is deemed to
have fulfilled al lower leve requirements, athers may stipulate that any lower level
requirements that have not been completed must still be taken.

2 Revision June 2003, to comply with Ministerial Statement on Credit Transfer in Canada, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, October 9, 2002
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4.  Block transfer agreements should be clear, in that each student should know exactly what
credit he/she will receive at the recaiving inditution.

5. A block transfer agreement does not guarantee admission to the receiving program or
confer priority status, unless such provisons are specificaly built into the agreement.

6. Thedandardsor criteriafor program admission for students transferring under a block
transfer agreement should be clearly stated in the agreement.

7. Sending and receiving ingtitutions should reach agreement on what congtitutes replication
of coursework before ablock transfer agreement isfinalized. Students should not have to
repeat content of which they have dready demonstrated substantia mastery.

8.  If ablock transfer agreement provides for two years of credit transfer, transfer Sudents
should be e to finish afour-year degreein afurther two years or within areasonable
additional amount of time if deemed essentid by the receiving inditution.

9.  Block transfer arrangements should involve signed forma agreements between a sending
and recaiving inditution.

10. Block transfer arrangements should be well documented (including in the B.C. Trandfer
Guide) and accessible to students.

11. Depending on the agreement, block transfer agreements may include provision for
course-by-course alocation of credit, or may obviate the need for such alocation.
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